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[Abstract)

Refraction in the Translation of Silence and Religious Ideology

Kim, Jin-Gyu*

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the specific aspects of religious ideology
working in Endo Shusaku's Silence translation by religious publishers. Silence was
accepted in Korea, with the translations of Hongsungsa, a Protestant publisher,
and Paul Daughter, a Catholic publisher. Unlike the two publishers' editions, the
JoongAngllbo's Selection of Contemporary world literature 15 Silence, which
faithfully translates the original including the last chapter, is forgotten, and the
translations by the two religious publishers are continuously sold to this day. The
translation of Paul daughter and Hongsungsa focused on the ‘religion’ rather
than ‘literature’ and transformed the system and expression of the original work.
Leaving out the last chapter of the original, and changing the table of contents,
shows that the authority over literary works has not worked much for translators.
In addition, the choice of vocabulary with readers of the same religious back-
ground in mind makes it difficult for ordinary readers to understand the book,
and also deprives religious readers of the opportunity to think in connection with
general common sense. However, a more important issue than this is the fact
that the writer's inner conflict over the faith through his work change into a
form familiar with the existing faith of Korean Protestantism in Hongsungsa's
translation. Through active intervention in changing the words of the last para-
graph of the original chapter 9, doubts and anguish about the central character's
own life and religion are refracted into familiar narratives to Christians, the ma-
turity of faith through trials. The translation, which omitted the last chapter of
the original, ended with a firm confession of faith in the completed form, weak-

ening the original's existential and religious conflict and making it easier for
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Korean Christians to accept the work.
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